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_Bdat-building Festival sends funds in nonprofit’s direction

It raises thousands for the
Compass Project, which
hosts boat-building and
rowing classes for kids.

By ELBERT AULL
Staff Writer

Eliza Skidgel of South
Portland is 12 years old and, if
all goes well, will have finished
building her second boat by
Tuesday afternoon.

Skidgel was one of a handful
of girls from a local arts group
who pieced together the hull of
a 12-foot rowing skiff Sunday,
at the start of the fourth an-
nual Boatbuilding Festival in
Portland's Monument Square.

It was her second festival
visit, and Skidgel said her
boat-building team from A
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Maine tradition of boat building,
said Kathleen Egan, development

coordinator for the group.

“We're keeping it alive by teach-
ing teenagers,” Egan said, noting
that the five-year-old organization §
recently launched a boat-building |
apprentice program at Deering

High School.

The three-day festival ends Tues-
day afternoon, when the 20 par-
ticipating teams launch their newly
constructed fleet in Casco Bay, she

said.

Most of the boat builders came
from families that paid $750 to
participate. Others came from area

youth and nonprofit groups.

The workshop generates income
for participating organizations, as
many either raffle or auction off the
boats their volunteers create. Local
businesses paid the entry fee of ev-
ery nonprofit group building a skiff

this year, organizers said.
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o 2 Members of A Group of Girls, a Portland-based theater group, work together Sunday as
“We're hopeful someone will buy part of the Compass Project. From left are Hannah Smith, 10, of Portland, Maya Letourneau,

the 1) of South Portland, Corcas Thete, 11, of Waestbrook and Eliza Skidgel, 12, of South Portland.
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